Intravascular lymphoma presenting with bone marrow involvement and leukemic phase.
We describe the case of a 62-year-old man with recent onset of constitutional symptoms and vague intellectual deficit. The blood showed pancytopenia with blastemia, and bone marrow confirmed an extensive "vacuolated blast-like cell" infiltrate. Initial diagnosis of, and treatment for Burkitt's leukemia/lymphoma was questioned when the "blasts" typed as CD5+ mature B-cells; however, it was revised to intravascular lymphoma (IVL) only after the sinusoidal pattern was confirmed by immunocytochemistry. Literature review indicated that blood and bone marrow involvement in IVL appears to be rare, but a systematic search for this involvement is often not carried out. CD5 expression has been increasingly reported in this disease. The actual frequency and the significance of this expression are still to be defined.